Paris and in Ipswich not unnaturally busied themselves in discussing the most frequent cause of childbed mortality, namely, puerperal septicaemia. Dr. Smyly, in a more or less historical review of the subject, described the gradual growth of our knowledge as to the cause of puerperal fever, and urged upon his hearers various points which are now sufficiently well recognised in theory, although probably much neglected in ordinary practice, as those upon which the safety of the mother principally depended. His remarks upon the use of the routine douche are not without interest. Describing how, on the introduction of antiseptics into general surgery, it seemed but logical that they should be employed to remove all possible septicity from the vagina of the puerperal woman,he said that a time came when not only was the vagina douched before and after labour, but the uterus was included in the process, and that, finally, prophylactic douching reached its climax when permanent irrigation was introduced by Schiicking. Soon, however, accidents and even deaths, the result of the douche, began to multiply, and it became clear that the douching was a cause of the very disease it was intended to prevent. The question?for it was still a question, there being distinguished obstetricians who still resort to prophylactic douching resolved itself, he said, into the probability, or even the possibility of auto infection, and he described the various experiments which went to show that not only were the discharges of the vagina inimical to septic organisms, but that removal of these discharges, even by strong antiseptics, left the vagina in a less protected position than before. From personal experience he felt certain that routine douching had been productive of much more harm than good. So far as antiseptics were concerned it was on the hands of the attendant that attention must be concentrated, and he thought he would not be far from the truth in saying that if there were no handling there would be no septic infection. It had to be remembered that by no known process could the hands be rendered absolutely aseptic, and thus three points must be insisted on tours, but how many times the proceeding was to be repeated the author of the paper did not say.
